

ADOPTED 3/27/12


Introduced by Council Member Redman:
RESOLUTION 2012-209-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING DANA MORTON FOR HIS DEDICATED AND LASTING ACHIEVEMENTS AS THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE’S FIRST AQUATIC BIOLOGIST; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
Dana Morton, the City of Jacksonville’s first Aquatic Biologist, has been an outstanding public servant whose work and achievements  have been  widely recognized in Duval County and beyond; and

WHEREAS,
during Dana Morton’s 23-year exemplary career with the City of Jacksonville, he amassed an array of noteworthy achievements that advanced our understanding, appreciation and challenges of our waterways; and

WHEREAS,
a graduate of the University of Colorado, Mr. Morton brought a keen sense of professionalism in monitoring the health of  the extensive network of waterways that constitute the Lower St. Johns River Basin; and
WHEREAS,
Dana Morton was instrumental in putting together professional teamwork and marshaling the necessary  resources and technology   to maintain the Total Maximum Daily Loads in our waterways required to reduce pollutants and nutrients that impact drinking water, swimming and shellfish harvesting; and

WHEREAS,
Dana Morton was a leader in such water resource assessment and protection projects as the Deer Creek Beemats study, septic tank nutrient modeling, fish tissue work, Cedar River efficiency study and the 2010 summer river foam and sick fish investigations; and
WHEREAS,
Dana Morton’s impressive personal and professional network of friends and associates dedicated to the conservation of our waterways enabled him to bring together the corporate community, the education community, the sports fishing community, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, volunteers and others for the deployment of artificial reefs off our coast whose positive economic impact is considerable; and

WHEREAS, in 2010, Dana Morton was part of a distinguished interagency team whose work to reduce levels of fecal coliform bacteria in Jacksonville streams and tributaries resulted in a national environmental award, the Coastal Spirit Award; and


WHEREAS,
Dana Morton was instrumental in designing the research vessel Anna McLeod to upgrade and further scientific undertakings to monitor our river, tributaries, creeks and streams to maintain the good health and vitality of our waterways for posterity; and
WHEREAS,
though Dana Morton will be sorely missed by his many friends, colleagues and admirers in Jacksonville and Northeast Florida as he continues his outstanding, dedicated work in Escambia County, it is appropriate that we acknowledge our heartfelt debt for his invaluable contributions and lasting achievements while we were fortunate enough to have him as a valued partner of our professional family; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Honoring and Commending. The City of Jacksonville does hereby honor and commend Dana Morton for his dedicated work lasting achievements as Jacksonville’s first Aquatic Biologist and wishes him continued successes in the years ahead.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

   /s/ Margaret M. Sidman_______ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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